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Who are the labourers?

It’s so exciting when people give their lives to Jesus! The joy that we feel is reflecting heaven as the angels rejoice over one sinner who repents. (Luke 15:10). Imagine all that goes into the task of seeing that person turn their life around. It’s sometimes enormous! Often it’s the result of much prayer and many times of sharing the message of Jesus. Of course behind the scenes, God has been at work in that person’s life over the years to bring them into truth. Do you remember hearing many people say to you that looking back they could see God’s hand on their life through the years? Some people have been miraculously saved from death, and in other ways preserved by God’s grace to keep them for the day when they could hear the gospel and respond.
As I was reading again the verses about “lift up your eyes the harvest is white” I started to think about the word “labourers”. Look at this with me again:
Mat 9:37  Then He said to His disciples, The harvest truly is plenteous, but the laborers are few. 

Mat 9:38  Therefore pray to the Lord of the harvest that He will send out laborers into His harvest. (NKJV)

In three of the four gospels Jesus is recorded as saying the harvest is plentiful. And in two of the gospels he exhorts us to pray for labourers.

Labourers are workers. In Jesus day they were characterized as the ones who worked for a master, and through the heat of the day, they worked hard. (Matt 20:8,12) I don’t think He had in mind the council workers we have today, who lean on a shovel for a couple of hours then have a smoko!

Often there is an amazing amount of work that goes into the process of winning someone to the Lord. In my role as a police chaplain I have had opportunity to share the gospel with lots of police members and sometimes I set up times for a coffee to begin discipling them. Often it fails to take place because of all kinds of changes that happen. Sometimes people get cold feet, sometimes shifts change, and sometimes the family circumstances change and although people are keen it’s just not going to happen this week!!
It’s easy to give up and think “I will just find someone else to share with.” But I think God’s looking for labourers to thrust out into the harvest. That means working really hard at the task of reaching people. It means being persistent. It means being patient; it means thinking through the obstacles and coming up with better solutions to the barriers that crop up when trying to connect with people.
I was reading the short testimony of Steve Murrell in one of his books called “One to One”. He goes on to explain how when he was a young teenager that a youth pastor kept trying to share the gospel with him. Steve did everything he could to avoid that youth pastor, but the youth pastor kept showing up at the football game, at the cafeteria, in the school corridors. After six months of loving Steve and patiently sharing the gospel, Steve decided to listen to him. The end result is he became a follower of Jesus. Later that youth pastor discipled Steve and he grew in faith and eventually became the leader he is today of a vital and amazingly healthy church in Manila with 36,000 members. (Actually they are not just members but disciple makers. His church is an unstoppable machine that keeps producing more and more disciples.)
I wonder what would have happened to Steve if that young man who was an enthusiastic youth pastor had given up after Steve’s initial three or four rebuffs. Think of the consequences! Concerning our salvation – it’s not salvation by works, but after that, when we respond to His call to be a follower of Jesus and serve him, it’s pick up your cross - hard work stuff all the way!! 
I think Jesus needs some labourers. He needs us to be working hard, being persistent, being patient, and keeping on trying with people until that mighty work of the Holy Spirit can reach through into their lives. He asks us to pray to the Lord of the harvest to send out labourers. The word “send out” is a violent word that means to throw out, to cast out, to thrust out the labourers. There’s urgency in His plea. There’s a passion for the lost that compels us to pray and also to work hard at “doing the work of an evangelist” (2Tim 4:5).
I want to encourage you to be a hard worker when it comes to reaching people with the gospel. Pray for labourers and be a labourer too.
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