The Walls Will Come Down – Pastor Craig Anderson

As some of you may know I have been involved as a Police chaplain in the last 12 months and begun a Police and Pastors network in our local area. It takes constant work to maintain the objective because of two things. One is that everyone is super busy, pastors and police alike, so bringing fresh direction and responsibilities is a challenge. Also, the so called normal life of a pastor usually demands so many things that don’t involve connecting with the unchurched, that if you are not intentional you will be forced back into the traditional maintenance mode that many pastors find themselves in. It’s certain death for any evangelistic progress. 

It’s not just the pastor, but also the congregation that suffers these priority challenges. Can many of our church members say they have significant relationships with unchurched that bring value to those people’s lives? Our role as leaders is to live it for sure, but more than that, it is to empower others to maintain the objective of “hangin’” with these incredible people that God loves called pre-Christians. It can happen in the workplace but we do need to be intentional about it. I find that many believers are keen to be the light, but lack the practical skills to share their faith. They just don’t know what to say and what to do next when they take someone to church and sometimes there is no connection made, what now?

Adding to the one on one impact that our members have with their friends and workmates, is the opportunity to empower people by opening doors into the community so that we can “do team” as we reach people with the love of God. For example, did you know that probably one of the most requested needs in your local community is probably Parenting classes. At least that’s what my local council said when I asked them what the needs were in the local area.  The resources are there. Some great resources are already sitting on my bookshelf at home. A video series by Gary Smalley. Boundaries for Kids by Cloud and Townsend. Also Focus on the Family has some great resources in this area too. 

A team of 4-6 people can run some parenting classes in the community and reach people that may not be intending to go your church. I hope I can focus as many of my members as I can into looking outward like this as they serve Jesus; not inside the four walls of the church; but outside them. It’s going to take some redirecting, as some Christians who have been “in the way” for some years aren’t used to relating to the unchurched anymore. So we can equip them with practical sermons and other training to show people how to talk to lost people and love them, meeting needs and valuing them.

I’m really looking forward to this Infusion06 Conference because the two guest speakers are possibly some of the best in the world in doing church outside the four walls of Sunday service. Matthew Barnett is super amazing. What he has achieved in downtown Los Angeles, which is pretty much a ghetto, is astounding. Over 200 different ministries that love and serve unchurched people. He will inspire us to go and do like wise. Also Allan Meyer, our Australian connection. Thank God people here are doing this with real effectiveness, and Allan is one of them. This is not just something that works in America but in Melbourne, where they have seen many come to Christ through their Life Keys Ministries. But even more than that, Allan is one of the best Christian communicators in our time, a man who has made preaching his study and his passion. 

So let’s get those walls down more and more this year. Let’s be inspired to reach those awesome people who are objects of God’s affection. See you there! 

